
ORDINANCE NO.  2026 - ___ 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF HAYCOCK 

TOWNSHIP, BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, PROVIDING FOR 

RESTRICTIONS CONCERNING INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES, 

INCLUDING BAMBOO 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 1506 of the Second Class Township Code, 53 P.S. §66506, 

the Board of Supervisors of Haycock Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania may enact ordinances 

necessary for the maintenance of peace, good government, health and welfare of the township and 

its citizens; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors finds that certain invasive plants are often difficult to 

control. If not properly controlled and/or removed, the invasive plants, including the bamboo plant 

can cause, and have caused, damage to private and public properties, rights-of-way and bodies of 

water in Haycock Township. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has determined that it is in the best interest of the 

Township to regulate invasive plant species and bamboo. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it, and it is hereby ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of 

Haycock Township, Bucks County, Pennsylvania as follows: 

 

SECTION 1: Definitions 

 

 The following terms shall have the meanings ascribed unless a contrary meaning is 

expressly set forth in the text. 

 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

 

BAMBOO — Any plant species commonly known as "running (monopodial) bamboo," or as being 

part of the genus Sasa, Pseudosasa, Pleioblastus, and/or Phyllostachys.  

 

INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES - An invasive plant is one which grows aggressively, spreads, 

displaces other plants and has generally been introduced from other continents. Lacking natural 

predators, disease, or other natural controls, these plants can dominate large areas, diminish and/or 

limit biodiversity, are expensive to control and are directly responsible for the extinction and loss of 

natural plants that have evolved in communities with other plants, wildlife, insects, and other 

microorganisms. Lists of invasive plants are identified by the Pennsylvania Department of 

Agriculture, and the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources maintains 

and periodically updated list of invasive plants that is available to the general public. The DCNR 

Invasive Plant List is included in Exhibit A.  

 

OWNER — Any and all property owner(s) of a property on which invasive plant species, including 

bamboo, have been planted, grow, or are found, whether above ground or below the surface. 
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"Owner" shall include any person who has planted and/or grows invasive plant species or bamboo 

on the property; who has invasive plant species or bamboo on the property, even if the existence of 

such invasive plant species or bamboo pre-dates his or her ownership and/or occupancy; or who 

permits invasive plant species or bamboo to grow or remain on his or her property even if the 

invasive plant species or bamboo has spread from an adjoining property. 

 

TOWNSHIP – The Township of Haycock, Bucks County, Pennsylvania. 

 

Section 2: Restrictions on planting; maintenance and confinement; removal. 

 

A. Prohibition. Except as specifically provided in this article, after the effective date of this 

article, no owner shall plant, replant, grow, cultivate, install or cause or permit the 

planting, replanting, growing, cultivation or installation of an invasive plant species or 

bamboo upon any property located within the geographical limits of Haycock Township. 

B. Permitted planting. An owner may plant, replant, grow, cultivate and/or install bamboo 

only as follows:  

(1) The root system of the bamboo is entirely contained within an above-ground 

planter, barrel or other container of such design, material and location so as to prevent the 

spread of the bamboo root system beyond the confines of the container in which it is 

contained; or  

(2) The root system of the bamboo is planted in the ground but is entirely within a 

barrier, constructed in accordance with all the following specifications:  

(a) The barrier itself shall be composed of a high-density polypropylene or 

polyethylene, with a thickness of at least 40 mils.  

(b) The barrier shall be secured and joined together by stainless steel 

clamps or stainless steel closure strips designed to be used with such barriers.  

(c) The barrier shall be installed at least 30 inches deep.  

(d) At least three inches of the barrier must protrude aboveground level 

around the entire perimeter of the bamboo.  

(e) The barrier shall slant outward from the bottom to the top.  

(f) The owner shall obtain a permit from Haycock Township prior to 

installation of the barrier. The owner shall arrange for inspections of the barrier by 

Haycock Township to ensure compliance with this Subsection B(2).  

(3) Whether planted within a barrier or growing in a container as described in 

Subsection B(1) or (2) above, all bamboo shall be located, controlled and maintained so 

that no part of the plant is closer than 10 feet from any private property line or 20 feet 

from the line of any public right-of-way or public property line.  
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C. Maintenance and confinement.  

(1) If bamboo is located on any property within the geographical limits of 

Haycock Township, the owner shall maintain and confine the bamboo to prevent the 

encroachment, spread, invasion or intrusion of the bamboo onto any other private or 

public property, or private or public right-of-way, or body of water.  

(2) To satisfy the obligation under Subsection C.(1) above, the owner shall take 

such measures reasonably expected and required to prevent the encroachment, spread, 

invasion and/or intrusion of bamboo. Such measures shall include, but not be limited to, 

spraying and/or poisoning to prevent regrowth; and/or installing sheathing comprised of 

metal or other material impenetrable by bamboo at sufficient depth within the property 

line(s) where the bamboo is planted and/or growing so as to prevent the growth, 

encroachment, spread, invasion and/or intrusion of the bamboo.  

(3) In lieu of maintaining and confining the bamboo as required in Subsection 

C.(1) and (2) above, the owner may elect to completely remove the bamboo from the 

property and all affected property(ies).  

D. Removal.  

(1) If an owner has bamboo on their property that dies, the owner shall promptly remove 

the dead bamboo and its root system.  

(2) If bamboo on an owner's property invades or grows onto an adjoining public or 

private property, right-of-way or body of water, the owner shall remove all parts of the bamboo 

and the root system that are closer than 10 feet from the nearest private property line(s) and 20 

feet from the nearest line of any public right-of-way or public property line. If the encroachment 

is a result of the bamboo's root system, the owner shall remove all bamboo plant(s) from the ten-

foot area and install the barrier described in Subsection B.(2) above.  

(3) Once removed, each owner shall regularly take such measures reasonably expected 

and required to prevent the regrowth and/or respread of the removed bamboo and/or its root 

system. Such measures shall include those items described in Subsection C.(2) above. 

Section 3:  Violations and penalties.  

 

A. Any owner or other person who plants, replants, fails to maintain, confine and/or fails to 

remove an invasive plant species or bamboo within the geographical limits of Haycock 

Township in contravention to the regulations of this article shall be in violation of this 

article, subject to the violations and penalties provisions set forth in this article. 

  

B. Any person, company, partnership, association or corporation who violates this Chapter 

shall, for a first offense, be issued a warning. Any subsequent violation of this Chapter 

shall be subject to the penalty set forth in section C below.  
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C. Any owner who violates this chapter shall, upon conviction thereof following issuance of 

a summary citation, be sentenced to pay a fine not exceeding $1,000.00, plus the costs of 

prosecution. Each day that a violation of this article continues, upon an owner having 

been found liable therefor, shall be considered a separate violation.  

 

D. The Township may also institute civil proceedings against an owner in equity for 

injunctive and/or civil relief as necessary to secure compliance with this article.  

 

E. Nothing in this article shall be interpreted as limiting the rights of a private property 

owner to seek civil relief through a court of competent jurisdiction, nor the institution of a 

private civil proceeding. 

 

Section 4: Repealer. 

 

Any Ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are 

hereby repealed to the extent of the inconsistency.  All Ordinances unaffected by this Ordinance are 

hereby declared to be in full force and effect. 

 

Section 5:  Severability. 

 

 The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable.  If any provision of this 

Ordinance is declared by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such 

determination shall have no effect on the remaining provisions of the Haycock Township Codified 

Ordinances. 

 

Section 6: Effective date. 

 

 This Ordinance shall take affect five (5) days after adoption. 

 

 

 

*** SIGNATURES APPEAR ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE *** 
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ENACTED AND ORDAINED this   day of    , A.D., 2026. 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

____________________ 

Jillian Snyder, Secretary  

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

HAYCOCK TOWNSHIP 

 

 

________________________ 

Linda Levinski, Chair 

 

 

________________________ 

Rick Keefer, Vice Chair 

 

 

________________________ 

David Kaiser, Member 
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EXHIBIT “A” 

 

DCNR has deemed these trees, shrubs, vines, herbs, and aquatic plants to be invasive.  

 

Trees 

• Amur maple (PDF), Acer ginnala, is a small ornamental tree that spreads by numerous 

winged seeds. 

• Norway maple (PDF), Acer platanoides, a common street and lawn tree that frequently 

escapes cultivation. 

• Sycamore maple (PDF), Acer pseudoplatanus, a tall Eurasian tree invading urban and 

suburban woods in southern Pennsylvania. 

• European black alder (PDF), Alnus glutinosa, is often found along streams and other wet 

areas. 

• Tree-of-heaven (PDF), Ailanthus altissima, grows throughout Pennsylvania. Another 

immigrant from China introduced as an ornamental. 

• Mimosa (PDF), Albizia julibrissin, has escaped cultivation to invade roadsides and 

woodland edges in eastern Pennsylvania. 

• Japanese angelica tree (PDF), Aralia elata, has sharp spines on the trunk and resembles our 

native devils walking stick. 

• Paper mulberry (PDF), Broussonetia papyfera, is a common, small ornamental tree from 

Asia. 

• White mulberry (PDF), Morus alba, is a fast-growing species that will hybridize with our 

native red mulberry, Morus rubra. 

• Princess-tree, empress-tree (PDF), Paulownia tomentosa, imported from China this purple-

flowered tree has spread across southern Pennsylvania by winged seeds. 

• Cork tree (PDF), Phellodendron amurense, P. japonicum, P. lavallei, these Asian trees are 

problematic in urban and natural areas in southeastern Pennsylvania. 

• Callery or bradford pear (PDF), Pyrus calleryana, has established populations in fields and 

hedgerows in southeastern Pennsylvania. 

• Bee-bee tree (PDF), Tetra dium daniellii, is an uncommon landscape tree that is slowly 

spreading in southcentral and southeastern Pennsylvania. 

• Siberian elm (PDF), Ulmus pumila, a fast-growing tree reaching 50-70 feet high. 

 

Shrubs 

• European and Japanese barberries (PDF), Berberis vulgaris and B. thunbergii form dense 

thickets in woodlands, wetlands, and meadows. 

• Butterfly bush (PDF), Buddleja davidii, has numerous cone-shaped bunches of purple 

flowers that attract butterflies. 

• Russian olive and autumn olive (PDF), Elaeagnus angustifolia and E. umbellata, imported 

from Asia, have become serious weeds in southern Pennsylvania pastures and other open 

ground. 

• Winged euonymus or burning bush (PDF), Euonymus alatus, a shrub from China and Japan 

imported for its bright purple-red fall color and frequently found along streams and in woods 

mostly in southern Pennsylvania. 

• Chinese and shrubby bushclovers (PDF), Lespedeza cuneata and L. bicolor, are semi-woody 

shrubs that readily invade open and disturbed habitats. 

https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3549866&DocName=Amur%20maple.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643260&DocName=NorwayMaple.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=1738684&DocName=sycamore%20maple.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3549859&DocName=European%20black%20alder.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643506&DocName=TreeOfHeaven.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643141&DocName=Mimosa.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642990&DocName=JapaneseAngelicaTree.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643280&DocName=PaperMulberry.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=1738766&DocName=WhiteMulberry.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643338&DocName=Paulownia.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642850&DocName=Corktree.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642795&DocName=CalleryPear.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3549862&DocName=Bee-bee%20tree.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643489&DocName=SiberianElm.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3549861&DocName=Barberry.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642793&DocName=Butterflybush.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3657855&DocName=Elaeagnus.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=1738753&DocName=BurningBush.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=1738712&DocName=Lespedezas.pdf
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• Privets (PDF), Ligustrum species, imported from Europe and Asia are aggressive, thicket 

forming shrubs. 

• Shrub honeysuckles (PDF), five Lonicera species that rapidly invade and dominate field 

edges and pastures. 

• Common buckthorn (PDF) and Glossy buckthorn (PDF), Rhamnus cathartica and R. 

frangula, are small trees or shrubs to 20-feet high with yellow sapwood and pink to orange 

heartwood. 

• Jetbead (PDF), Rhodotyposscandens, is a deciduous shrub with clusters of small black fruits 

and white four-petaled flowers. 

• Multiflora Rose (PDF), Rosa multiflora, this import from Asia has become a noxious weed 

in Pennsylvania fields, pastures, and woodlands. 

• Wineberry (PDF), Rubus phoenicolasius, imported from Asia for its raspberry-like fruit and 

now common on roadsides and in woods and thickets. 

• Japanese spiraea (PDF), Spiraea japonica, was imported from Japan for its pink flowers. It 

escapes from cultivation to forest openings and meadows. 

• Doublefile viburnum (PDF), Viburnum plicatum; Linden viburnum (PDF), V.dilataum; 

and Siebold viburnum (PDF), V. sieboldii, are Asian shrubs with abundant fruits that are 

spread by birds. 

• Guelder rose (PDF), Viburnum opulus, a tall shrub with maple-like leaves imported from 

Eurasia and escaped to woods fields and roadsides. 

 

Vines 

• Chocolate vine (PDF), Akebia quinata, a woody twining vine from Asia that has escaped 

cultivation to disturbed woods in southeastern Pennsylvania. 

• Porcelain berry (PDF), Ampelopsis brevipedunculata, a deciduous, woody, perennial vine in 

the grape family imported from Asia. 

• Oriental bittersweet (PDF), Celastrus orbiculatus, a twining woody vine imported from 

Asia and rapidly replacing the native bittersweet in the woods. 

• Winter creeper (PDF), Euonymus fortunei, is an evergreen woody vine that aggressively 

invades forest edges and openings. 

• English ivy (PDF), Hedera helix, is a common evergreen climbing vine in the landscape that 

can smother native vegetation. 

• Japanese hops (PDF), Humulus japonicus, is a prickly vine that invades moist, sunny areas. 

• Japanese honeysuckle (PDF), Lonicera japonica, a common ornamental vine from Asia 

now an abundant weed in roadside thickets, woods, and fields across southern Pennsylvania. 

• Mile-a-minute weed (PDF), Persicaria perfoliata, a slender annual vine with reflexed 

prickles was accidentally introduced from Asia with nursery stock and now a noxious weed 

in Pennsylvania. 

• Kudzu (PDF), Pueraria lobata, a vigorous half-woody vine introduced from Asia for 

ornament, forage, and erosion control and now an uncommon but officially noxious weed in 

southeastern Pennsylvania. 

• Common and bigleaf periwinkle (PDF), Vinca minor and V. major, are evergreen, 

ornamental groundcovers that can form thick mats, even under dense tree canopy. 

• Black and pale swallow-wort (PDF), Vincetoxicum nigrum and V. rossicum, are twining 

vines that can dominate old fields and poison livestock. 

https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643350&DocName=Privets.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642983&DocName=Honeysuckles.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642839&DocName=Commonbuckthorn.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642949&DocName=GlossyBuckthorn.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643058&DocName=Jetbead.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643152&DocName=MultifloraRose.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=1738763&DocName=wineberry.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643039&DocName=JapaneseSpiraea.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643515&DocName=DoublefileViburnum.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643511&DocName=LindenViburnum.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643516&DocName=SieboldViburnum.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642979&DocName=GuelderRose.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642834&DocName=ChocolateVine.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643646&DocName=Porcelainberry.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643262&DocName=OrientalBittersweet.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=1738762&DocName=winter%20creeper.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642907&DocName=EnglishIvy.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643007&DocName=JapaneseHops.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642993&DocName=JapaneseHoneysuckle.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643136&DocName=Mileaminute.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643080&DocName=Kudzu.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=1738770&DocName=Vinca.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643501&DocName=Swallowworts.pdf


 8 

• Chinese and Japanese wisteria (PDF), Wisteria sinensis and W. floribunda, are long-lived 

woody vines with bright purple flowers that can out-compete and smother native vegetation. 

 

Grasses 

• Small carpetgrass (PDF), Anthraxon hispidus, is native to Asia. It is currently found in a few 

counties in southern Pennsylvania, usually alongside invasive stiltgrass. 

• Cheatgrass and poverty brome (PDF), Bromus tectorum and B. sterilis, accidentally 

introduced from Europe in ballast soil or impure wheat seed shipments. A serious 

agricultural weed in the Midwest and western states. 

• Common velvet grass (PDF), Holcus lanatus, introduced as early as the 17th century in 

imported pasture seed. 

• Japanese stiltgrass (PDF), Microstegium vimineum, introduced from tropical Asia in packing 

material and spreading through moist areas open woods and clearings across southeastern 

Pennsylvania and probably elsewhere. 

• Chinese silvergrass (PDF), Miscanthus sinensis, is a tall bunched grass that spreads through 

vigorous roots and rhizomes. 

• Wavyleaf basketgrass (PDF), Oplismenus undulatifolius, is a fast-growing, creeping grass. 

• Reed canary grass (PDF), Phalaris arundinacea, forms dense monocultures in wet habitats 

that disrupt waterways and degrade habtitat for native wildlife. 

• Common reed (PDF), Phragmites australis, a very large perennial grass, forms extensive 

colonies in wetlands. The scattered native American populations are being replaced by the 

vigorous European subspecies. 

• Golden, yellow groove, and giant timber bamboo (PDF), Phyllostachys aurea, is a very tall 

grass with round, hollow stems that spreads rapidly via its underground rhizomes. 

• Rough bluegrass (PDF), Poa trivialis, is a non-descript grass that out-competes native 

grasses. 

• Ravenna grass (PDF), Saccharum ravennae, is also known as hardy pampas grass. It grows 

up to 10-feet tall and quickly colonizes wet habitats. 

• Tall fescue (PDF), Schedonorus arundinaceus, is a very common cool season perennial 

grass that adapts to a variety of conditions and crowds out native vegetation. 

• Shattercane and johnsongrass (PDF), Sorghum bicolor, and Sorghum halepense was 

imported from Africa and the Mediterranean region as a forage crop but is now a noxious 

weed in Pennsylvania. 

 

Herbs 

• Goutweed (PDF), Aegopodium podagraria, imported from Eurasia and frequently found in 

fields, thickets, woods, and roadsides throughout Pennsylvania. 

• Garlic mustard (PDF), Alliaria petiolata, a weed of shady moist spots in suburban gardens, 

woods, and floodplains throughout Pennsylvania; introduced from Europe. 

• Wild chervil (PDF), Anthriscus sylvestris, is a member of the carrot family that competes 

with native plants and carries a virus that can infect some vegetable crops. 

• Narrowleaf bittercress (PDF), Cardamine impatiens, is a member of the mustard family 

native to Europe. 

• Musk thistle (PDF), Carduus nutans, is also known as nodding thistle from the way the 

flowers droop once mature. 

https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=1738761&DocName=wisterias.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3549867&DocName=Small%20carpetgrass.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3549865&DocName=Cheatgrass%20Poverty%20brome.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643509&DocName=Velvetgrass.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643057&DocName=JapaneseStiltgrass.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642805&DocName=ChineseSilvergrass.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643519&DocName=WavyleafBasketgrass.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643483&DocName=ReedCanaryGrass.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643344&DocName=Phragmites.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3549860&DocName=Bamboo.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643485&DocName=RoughBluegrass.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643474&DocName=RavennaGrass.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643503&DocName=TallFescue.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643497&DocName=Sorghums.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642976&DocName=Goutweed.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642914&DocName=GarlicMustard.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643531&DocName=WildChervil.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643231&DocName=NarrowleafBittercress.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643229&DocName=MuskThistle.pdf
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• Black, brown, and spotted knapweeds (PDF), Centaurea nigra, C. jacea, C. 

stoebemicranthos, have pink to purple flowers that resemble small pineapples. 

• Greater celandine (PDF), Chelidonium majus, is a four-petaled yellow flower from Europe 

that is poisonous. 

• Canada thistle (PDF), Cirsium arvense, imported from Eurasia (not Canada) now common 

and noxious weed in fields pastures and roadsides throughout Pennsylvania. 

• Bull thistle (PDF), Cirsium vulgare, is a large-flowered thistle with long spines and 

abundant seeds. 

• Spiny plumeless thistle (PDF), Carduus acanthoides, is a prickly, biennial plant that invades 

open areas and grasslands. 

• Poison hemlock (PDF), Conium maculatum, was brought to United States gardens from 

Europe in the 1800s and now invades native plant communities in riparian woodlands, open 

floodplains, and stream banks. 

• Crown-vetch (PDF), Coronilla varia, a sprawling perennial native to southern Europe 

planted extensively along highways. It spreads into open, grassland and prairie habitats. 

• Jimsonweed (PDF), Datura stramonium, is a state noxious weed that is highly toxic and 

frequently found in cultivated fields and other disturbed sites. 

• Smallflower and hairy willow herb (PDF), Epilobium parviflorum and E.hirsutum are 

ornamental perennials with showy, rose-colored flowers that can quickly form dense stands. 

• Goats rue (PDF), Galega officinalis, is a state and federal noxious weed that is very 

poisonous to livestock. 

• Orange daylily (PDF), Hemorocallis fulva, is a very hard perennial that grows in abundance 

along roadsides and old home sites. 

• Giant hogweed (PDF), Heracleum mantegazzianum, 15-foot tall member of the carrot 

family introduced from Eurasia. Its sap can cause blisters so it is listed as a federal and 

Pennsylvania noxious weed. 

• Dame’s-rocket (PDF), Hesperis matronalis, introduced from Europe to American gardens, 

now common in low woods floodplains and roadside ditches throughout Pennsylvania. 

• Yellow flag iris (PDF), Iris pseudacorus, is a showy ornamental plant commonly found in 

wetlands, along pond edges, and other wet areas where it can dominate. 

• Moneywort (PDF), Lysimachia nummularia, goes by many common names and was 

introduced into the United States from Europe as an ornamental groundcover. 

• Purple loosestrife (PDF), Lythrum salicaria, a European perennial with a woody base that 

has escaped gardens and destroyed large areas of waterfowl habitat by dominating wetlands 

and excluding all other plant life. 

• Star-of-Bethlehem (PDF), Ornithogalum nutans and O. umbellatum, garden bulbs from 

Europe that escape to infest lawns and roadsides. 

• Japanese pachysandra (PDF), Pachysandra terminalis, is an evergreen perennial 

groundcover that can spread from cultivation into natural areas if left uncontrolled. 

• Wild parsnip (PDF), Pastinaca sativa, a European import now a widespread and abundant 

weed of roadsides throughout Pennsylvania. 

• Beefsteak plant (PDF), Perilla frutescens, a member of the mint family introduced from 

India now occasionally found in moist shaded roadsides and woods. 

• Bristled knotweed (PDF), Persicaria longiseta, is an annual plant from Asia that can 

dominate wet, disturbed habitats. 

https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643470&DocName=Knapweeds.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642977&DocName=GreaterCelandine.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642797&DocName=Canadathistle.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3588416&DocName=Bullthistle.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643499&DocName=SpinyPlumelessThistle.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643345&DocName=Poisonhemlock.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642893&DocName=Crownvetch.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643060&DocName=Jimsonweed.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=1741452&DocName=sf-invpt-HairyWillowHerb.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642950&DocName=Goatsrue.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643261&DocName=Orangedaylily.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642918&DocName=GiantHogweed.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642902&DocName=DamesRocket.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=1738760&DocName=yellow%20flag%20iris.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643147&DocName=Moneywort.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643481&DocName=Purpleloosestrife.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=1738686&DocName=StarofBethlehem.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643269&DocName=Pachysandra.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643534&DocName=WildParsnip.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3549863&DocName=Beefsteak%20plant.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=1738755&DocName=bristled%20knotweed.pdf
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• Japanese and giant knotweed (PDF), Fallopia japonica and F. sachalinensis, are extremely 

difficult weeds to control. Imported from Japan, they dominate stream and river banks 

throughout Pennsylvania. 

• Lesser celandine (PDF), Ranunculus ficaria, an aggressive weed in wetlands imported from 

Eurasia. 

 

Aquatic Plants 

• Carolina fanwort (PDF), Cabomba caroliniana, is a submerged, rooted plant native to the 

southeastern United States and sold for aquariums. 

• Didymo (PDF), Didymoshenia geminate, is a microscopic alga called a diatom. It can form 

dense mats that smother stream beds and native vegetation. 

• Brazilian water-weed (PDF), Egeria densa, is a popular aquarium plant that can grow 

vigorously and choke out native vegetation once it reaches ponds, lakes and other 

waterbodies. 

• Hydrilla (PDF), Hydrilla verticillata, is a submerged aquatic plant that resembles several 

other aquatic plants, making identification difficult. 

• Starry stonewort (PDF), Nitellopsis obtusa, is a freshwater micro-algae native to Europe and 

Asia. 

• Floating primrose-willow (PDF), Ludwigia peploides ssp. glabrescens, is indigenous to 

slow-moving waters of the southeastern United States and is now found across southern 

Pennsylvania. 

• Parrot feather watermilfoil (PDF), Myriophyllum aquaticum, is an aquarium plant native to 

South America that can form dense mats in Pennsylvania lakes and ponds. 

• Eurasian water-milfoil (PDF), Myriophyllum spicatum, a common an abundant Eurasian 

invader of lakes and rivers throughout Pennsylvania. 

• Curly pondweed (PDF), Potamogeton crispus, an aggressive European weed common in 

lakes, ponds, and streams. 

• Water chestnut (PDF), Trapanatans, a locally abundant Eurasian invader of ponds and 

lakes. 

• Narrow-leaved cattail (PDF), Typhaangustifolia, is from Europe and difficult to visually 

distinguish from our native cattail. 

• Hybrid cattail (PDF), Typhaxglauca, a cross between narrow-leaved cattail and native 

common. 

 

 

 

https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643665&DocName=Knotweeds.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643128&DocName=Lessercelandine.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642803&DocName=CarolinaFanwort.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=1738741&DocName=Didymo.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3549868&DocName=BrazilianWaterweed.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642985&DocName=Hydrilla.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643500&DocName=StarryStonewort.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=1738822&DocName=Floating%20primrose%20willow.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643282&DocName=ParrotWatermilfoil.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642908&DocName=EurasianWatermilfoil.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642900&DocName=CurlyPondweed.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643517&DocName=WaterChestnut.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3643253&DocName=NarrowleafCattail.pdf
https://elibrary.dcnr.pa.gov/GetDocument?docId=3642984&DocName=HybridCattail.pdf

